VIVIENNE MILBURN
looks at some romantic
and historic gifts to
delight your Valentine

OOKS can make wonderful tokens of
love for your loved one on Valentine’s
Day. I, personally, was once given a

book of poems (mind you, it was over
twenty years ago!) and [ treasure it still.

After all, the written word is a fine way to express
ones feelings and, as an Independent Auctioneer and
Valuer, I have had the pleasure of dealing with some
romantic classics over the years.

Whenever I am asked to value or sell books on
behalf of my clients I always take into consideration
a number of factors. The two main things, however,
are the rarity of the book and also the popularity of
the subject.

For example, a 17th Century cookery book with
recipes recommended as ‘aphrodisiacs’ would be
guaranteed to attract a lot of interest in today’s
market. However, if that is not to your taste, some of
the 19th Century classics might be such as ‘“The
Complete Works of Jane Austen’, including ‘Sense
and Sensibility” and ‘Pride and Prejudice’, the
popularity of which has not diminished but increased
in today’s market aided by the recent films and TV
dramas. A fine set of twelve volumes of Jane
Austen’s works can fetch in excess of £10,000.

From a commercial point of view, illustrations in
books are also extremely important; some of the
more fascinating can often also be the strangest and
books on exploration are particularly popular at the
present time. As globalisation increases it seems we
are eternally fascinated with the early impressions of
strange and far off places as discovered by early
explorers. Illustrations in books of exotic plants,
animals and people never fail to bring interest to
collectors.

George Baxter, who patented a new process
producing coloured prints in 1835, produced other
interesting and sometimes romantic prints from the
19th Century. Prior to Baxter’s coloured prints colour
engravings were extremely expensive to produce.
Baxter produced approximately three hundred prints
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in total and one of my particular favourites is the
‘Lovers Letterbox’. I have sold a number of these
prints over the years and they can fetch between

£100/200, depending on condition.

A Private Press Edition of a volume of Cinderella,
with illustrations by Arthur Rackham, would not fail
to bring delight on Valentine’s Day and I recently
sold a copy of this book for a Sheffield client. As
Arthur Rackham engravings are so popular, the book

Left: A watercolour by Henry Reynolds Steer (1858-
1928) [ this artist was keen on making his subjects
romantic. He also romanticised other subjects such as
homeless figures. This painting is entitied [ The Trysting
Placel . This made £950 in a recent sal

made £400. In my position as an Auctioneer and
Valuer, one of the most important factors, as
previously mentioned, is the rarity of a book and if
only a small number were printed originally and say
that author’s works go on to be extremely popular
then that makes the First Editions extremely valuable.

Other items of a romantic nature which you may
be thinking of giving to your loved one on
Valentine’s Day might be something like a
handwritten note from Lord Byron, or a romantic
19th Century watercolour depicting a trysting place,
of which there are many artists from the 19th
Century who painted such pictures. Prices will
generally depend upon the artist’s name and how
well known he is.

What romantic soles we must all be at heart to
have so many precious objects.
If you would like a valuation it’s advisable to get
the advise of an Independent Auctioneer and
Valuer as selling such items in the right location
and advertising them on the Internet is key to
receiving the maximum. For further information
please contact Vivienne Milburn on 01629 640210
or 07870 238788 or visit
www.viviennemilburn.co.uk

Below: A set of the Complete Works of Jane Austen,
including ['Sense and Sensibility! ] and [ Pride and
Prejudicel ], bound in morocco by Robert Reviere &
Sons in green and with gilt tooling. A set of First
Editions of these all time classics would fetch in
excess of £10,000 in today!'s market.

Profile Hillsborough 37




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


